INITIATION OF DISCIPLES.
in the silence of his heart that blessed figure which appeared to him to be the very embodiment of Shiva Mahideva, the great Lord of monks. After the meditation, the SwamI called the disciple in affectionate tone, saying, "Come in, my son", and told him to fasten the cloor. This done, in obedience to Swamiji's orders he sat on his left, cairn and steady, his heart vibrating with a feeling of awe never experienced before. Swamiji next placed his hand on the disciple's head and put some questions of a private and personal nature to him, and after receiving the answers uttered thrice the sacred mantram and asked him to repeat it thrice to him. Then giving instructions as to its practice he steadfastly gazed into the eyes of the disciple, whose mind now became merged in a state of concentration in which he lost all outward consciousness and so did not know how much time passed in that way. The ceremony terminated with the disciple's offering some fruit as Gurudakshind.
When the disciple came out, Suchlhananda who was waiting outside all this time, entered the worship-room and prayed Swamiji to give him mantram. lie had been fired with the idea of being duly initiated by him. Swamiji seeing the intensity of his desire and knowing him to be of a highly spiritual nature, waived aside all customary formalities and blessed him by initiating him as his disciple.
Leaving the worship-room Swamiji remarked to the Swami Nirmalananda with evident delight, "Tulsi, two sacrifices have been offered to-day !" The disciples were later given the Swami's prasdda. Writing of his own mood on this day, Sarat Chandra says that "he felt what true Freedom of the soul was, and that he was as if strangely removed from all earthly things to a region where millions of suns shone." Later in the day the Swami spoke at great length on the ideas of sin, on egoism and on the means of realisation of the Self.
